Pulmonary lipomatosis: a variant of placental transmogrification.
An unusual pulmonary lesion is presented. The patient is a 55-year-old white man with a 2-week history of pleuritic chest pain, shortness of breath, and bronchopneumonia. The patient had also a history of smoking and chronic cough for 12 years. Chest radiographic studies showed a 20-cm bulla in the left upper lobe. A left upper lobectomy was performed obtaining an almost completely collapsed lobe with destruction of the normal architecture by a meshwork of yellowish tissue. Histologically, there were strikingly papillary structures composed almost exclusively of mature adipose tissue with small collections of inflammatory cells. Minimal emphysema in the adjacent lung parenchyma was observed. The case herein presented most likely represents part of the spectrum of placental transmogrification or placentoid bullous lesions of the lung.